People’s Tour of Melbourne

You are invited to be a tour guide of a People’s tour of Melbourne.

People’s tour of Melbourne is a series of downloadable audio tours of places in Melbourne, guided by locals like you. Unlike a typical tour of famous buildings, historical icons or tourist spots, the tours are not designed for a mass audience. This tour is about your unique experience of places and things and is targeted at a unique audience of your choosing – usually people with similar interests as yours, and people who are interested your stories, opinions and insights.

As a tour guide for People’s tour of Melbourne, you have total choice over what you want to tour, and who the tour is for.

How to be a tour guide

1. Choose your tour subject. 

The subject of your tour could be places or things in your home, street, the suburbs or the city of Melbourne that you know well, have some kind of meaning for you and arouse you in some way – through past experience, expert knowledge, underground histories, opinions, memories, feelings, interpretations, or a certain appreciation.

They could be specific places or things… 

	buildings
	stairwells
	signs
	markets
	public art

	laneways
	last train home
	gardens
	music collection
	pubs

	libraries
	share houses
	workplaces
	monuments
	arcades

	elevators
	furniture
	outfits
	beaches
	vacant lots

	toilets
	street art
	letterboxes
	op shops
	trees


They could be places to…

	avoid
	read
	relax 
	cause trouble
	laugh at

	watch the sunset
	party
	be sad
	be inspired
	get away from the world

	do stuff for free
	plan the revolution
	meet random people
	curl up
	craft

	geek out
	commemorate 
	rock out
	hide 
	subvert

	people-watch
	canoodle
	tear down
	heal
	redecorate


2. Choose your audience.

Now is the time to be completely selfish, guilt-free. 
Be as specific as you want.

The audience could be

	you
	your secret crush
	your lover
	your ex-lover
	your ex-lover you can’t be friends with

	anyone who’ll listen
	your family
	your nana
	your local community
	your dog

	people who love what you love
	people who hate what you hate
	people who should know
	people who should know better
	people who are curious

	people with moustaches
	people with nervous habits
	people with secrets 
	people looking for something to do
	people with too much money

	activists
	creative types
	dags
	fans
	aspiring somethings


It could be someone 

	who’s just moved here
	who’s passing through
	who doesn’t live here
	who isn’t alive anymore
	who doesn’t exist


3. Design your tour.

Think of between three and five places or things in Melbourne around your subject.

Then think about 

· why did you choose them?

· what meaning do they have for you?

· what stories, feelings, opinions, insights, interpretations, expert knowledge or histories are associated with them?

· what would your audience like to know?

4. Do your tour.

Before the tour

· Email Jane jane@saucybeige.com with a rundown of your tour and audience ideas. 

At the tour

· We’ll arrange a meeting time at or near the first tour location, and talk through the tour beforehand.

· You’ll do the tour - talk about each place or thing as a tour guide for your specific audience - and Jane will record it with a mic and digital recorder and take some photos.

· Each tour will run between 15 and 50 minutes in total, giving you between 3 and 10 minutes to talk about each place or thing. 

After the tour

· Jane will edit the recording and put it on the People’s tour of Melbourne website to be downloaded as an MP3 file, podcast and audio slideshow with photos. 

· When your tour is uploaded to the website (in June), Jane will let you know and send you a copy of the audio file and audio slideshow on CD.

FAQs

How long will this all take?

Between one and two hours, depending on travel time between places. Maybe longer if we catch public transport. (I don’t have a car but I do cycle!)

Should I write out the tour beforehand out or bring notes?

The tour is conversational in tone so it’s better not to write out (and be tempted to read) your tour. Feel free to make notes and bring them along to jog your memory, this is up to you.

Do I own the final recording?

No, the final recording is owned by Jane under a Creative Commons license to be decided. If you wish to use the recording on your website or elsewhere that can certainly happen and be negotiated. You will be credited and your bio and photo included with downloadable tour.

Will I get paid? Is this being funded by anyone?

No and no, sorry! This project is part of Jane’s postgrad study and aims to be an ongoing, participatory arts project. If the project receives funding in the future and uses your audio tour then you will be told and paid for your contribution.

What is an audio tour? Where are some other examples?

Audio tours began their lives in museums and galleries. Now tech-savvy tourists download audio tours and listen to them on an MP3 player while exploring a new place. Some examples of creative and interesting audio tours are:

Murmur: a documentary oral history project that records stories and memories told about specific geographic locations. http://murmurtoronto.ca/
Invisible 5 Audio Tour: self-guided critical audio tour along Interstate 5 between San Francisco and Los Angeles. http://www.invisible5.org/
ArtMobs remix MoMA: Audio guides for pieces in the Musuem of Modern Art are remixed. http://homepage.mac.com/dave7/ArtMobs/FileSharing52.html
Dear Art, Please Touch Me: audio guide remixed in Melbourne’s NGV for Next Wave http://2008.nextwave.org.au/festival/projects/11-dear-art-please-touch-me
What makes a good audio tour?

Open Communities www.audiotours.net have made a guide on How to Design, Build and Publish an Audio Tour Guide http://www.audiotours.net/docs/audioguide101.doc
Can I suggest someone to be a tour guide?

Yes please! Email Jane jane@saucybeige.com or call her 0422 064 005.

